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General Information 

a. Name: XXXXXX
b. M#: XXXXXXXXXX
c. Department: Romance Languages and Literatures

d. Position: Graduate Student

e. Project Title: Cleopatra y Antonio Pre-production meeting 1 with INBAL 
(National Fine Arts and Literature Institute), Pre-Production meeting 2 
with Creative team, Casting and Stage reading of Adaptation.

f. Time Period: Total period November through May 2020

g. Travel Location (if applicable): Mexico City

h. Travel Dates (if applicable): November 25th to November 28th, January 30th 

to February 5th, March 12th to March 17th, April 13th to April 16th

i. Probable Results of a Grant There will be enormous exposure to my entire 
dissertation, as my creative thesis has been selected by INBAL to be fully 
produced and presented on the most prestigious state venue Centro 
Cultural del Bosque, Teatro Galeón. This means that the dissertation will 
be performed Thursday through Sundays on prime time, for six weeks. 
Media covering will include Television, Newspapers, Magazines, and 
Social Media. Most importantly, the thesis will accomplish its very 
purpose, which is to de-objectivize Cleopatra in front of an audience.

II. Budget

a. Transportation: 2,400.00 USD (4 round trips)

b. Direct Research Costs: 100.00 USD

c. Per Diem: 1,000.00 USD

d. Total Amount Requested from Taft: 2,500.00 USD



e. Have you already or will you in the future apply for other grants for this

project, including departmental support? No

III. Taft Grant History

Please list your grant history with Taft for the last 5 years, in reverse chronological 

order, including project title, grant type, grant date, and amount of award, as well as 

project development subsequent to the grant, e.g. publication. 

Anthony and Cleopatra reading. Translation, Taft Graduate Enrichment Award, 

November 14th, 2018. $1,650.00. The reading took place January last year and its now 

part of my dissertation.  

Lend Me a Tenor. Translation, Taft Graduate Enhancement Award, April 11th, 2017, 

$1,000.00 USD. Play has been translated and will be performed next year.  

IV. Project Narrative

• Description of the project and goals.

Last year, I started working on my thesis project Cleopatra y Antonio (creative writing) 

under the directorship of Prof. Andrés Pérez-Simón. Part of my research consisted in 

translating into Spanish Shakespeake´s play Anthony and Cleopatra, with the intention 

of producing one text that would serve as the base for my adaptation.  When I applied 

to the Taft Reasarch Center for support to go to Mexico City in 2018, to have a stage 

reading of my translation, I wrote: “My project was born out of the need of creating a 

dramatic piece that generates an urgent conversation in the field of genre equality. 

The final play that I am adapting is intended to be performed by an all-female cast 

and aims to question gender roles. One of my objectives is that, within the production 

of Cleopatra y Antonio, audience could witness an experience in which genre roles are 

questioned and new possibilities are explored. Therefore, the intended audience for 

my piece are college students from Latin America, because it is in these settings where 

the play will have a stronger impact. Thus, starting my first public presentation of the 

project with a stage reading of the translation in Mexico, in the context of a university 

scenario will be very nourishing for the entire project not only from a literary 



perspective, but also from a cultural, social, and political one.” Back then, little did I 

know that after translating the play (November 2018 through March 2019) and 

working on my adaptation (May 2019 through present), it was going to be selected by 

INBAL (image attached, project 560) to be fully produced in Mexico City, next year. 

As you can see in the image, there were over 670 projects submitted and only four, 

including mine, were selected by the Institute to be fully produced. In my case, the 

entire cost of the production, the salary of 11 actresses (rehearsals and performances 

for a 6-week run), of 7 creative artists, and of 2 producers would be paid. Also, the 



Institute will host the show in one of its most renown venues Teatro el Galeón and 

will cover all publicity’s costs. 

This distinguished honor is the result of significant efforts made by my 

department, my advisor, and the Taft Research Center. Five years ago, the 

Department of Romance and Arabic Languages and Literatures, decided to encourage 

the inclusion of theater artists in their Graduate Program and I was the recipient of 

2016 Patricia O’Connor Scholarship, to study a PhD in Spanish, concentrating in 

Contemporary Spanish Theater. Because of the nature of my department, as a theater 

artist, I have gained a strong knowledge on research, literary theory and creative 

writing. These have helped me to envision and create this project. However, because 

the department is not a performing-arts school, to complete this project, that is, to take 

it from the page to the stage, they have encouraged me to pursue my artistic career, 

maintaining and creating bonds with other institutions. During my graduate studies 

at University of Cincinnati, I worked on the translation of the play from English to 

Spanish with Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México’s specialist Alfredo Michel 

Modenessi and had the opportunity to have its stage reading with actresses from 

Universidad Anáhuac’s Theater School Program. These experiences helped me to 

have a solid base to start the adaptation Cleopatra y Antonio, which is in its last stages 

of its writing process and constitutes the core of the creative project for my 

dissertation. The fact that the National Institute of Fine Arts and Literature, through 

its National Theater Coordination, selected it to be part of its next season is more than 

a personal accomplishment, since the University of Cincinnati has advocated the 

project form its very beginning.   

Because the Institute is aware of my ABD status at UC and understands that I 

am on schedule to defend my dissertation on March next year, they have decided that 

my project will premiere on September 2020. In order to make it happen, as the person 

responsible for the project, I have been contacted by the Institute to start with the pre-



production. There are different duties that I must fulfill during the following months. 

Although most of them can be done long distance, there are different instances in 

which I have will have to travel to Mexico City. 

As a graduate student and as a mother, paying for the upcoming trips is nearly 

impossible. This is the reason I am reaching to the Taft Research Center. Hopefully, 

your generosity will support me to fulfill this incredibly opportunity. Following this 

letter, you will find a detailed chart listing the dates I have been asked to travel and 

the activities I will be performing. 

Finally, I find worth mentioning that I have already taken all the classes needed 

to obtain my grade and have passed my qualifying exams. Next semester, I will be 

devoted to my thesis project and to teach my Spanish for the Health professions 

SPAN 1022 on-line class. These activities match smoothly with the possibility of going 

to México and work on the pre-production of my thesis project.   

Activities Academics Outcomes to my research 

Tuesday, 

November 26, 2019 

11:00 am 

I will meet at Coordinación 

Nacional de Teatro with 

Producers to stablish the 

budget for the production. 

Fall semester 

Winter 

Break 

Cleopatra y Antonio Pre-

Production meeting 1 

Tuesday, 

February 4th, 2020 

11:00 am 

Play’s designers and I, will 

give the costume and stage 

design to start its acquisition 

and building process to the 

Coordinación Nacional de 

Teatro 

Spring 

Semester 

Cleopatra y Antonio Pre-

Production meeting 2 

March 13th to 16th 

2020 

10:00 

During two days we will 

held the auditions for the 

production. The third day 

we will have the call backs. 

Spring 

Semester 

Cleopatra y Antonio’s 

auditions. 

Tuesday, 

April 14th, 2020 

11:00 am 

After my dissertation’s 

defense in March 2020, we 

will hold the 1st reading of 

the final and approved 

version of the play. 

Spring 

Semester 

Cleopatra y Antonio’s 

adaptation. 



V. Budget

The budget for the initial stages of this project is as showed in the following 

breakdown, in which I also express the significance of the requested expenses to the 

completion of the project. 

Item Price Requested Dates Significance for the project 

Air fare $600.00 

each round 

trip. Totals 

$2400.00 

$1,500.00 November 2019 

February, 

March and 

April 2020 

A dramatic text is only a part of 

a theater project. I came to 

University of Cincinnati to 

become a proficient scholar on 

Contemporary Spanish Theater. 

Currently, I have the 

opportunity to make Cleopatra y 

Antonio project happen, after 

three years of hard work 

researching, writing and 

creating drama. As a playwright 

and director is imperative that I 

attend these meetings. 

Per Diem $50.00 per 

day 

20 days 

$1,000.00 

Research 

costs 

$100.00 $0.00 

Total 

cost $3,500.00 $2,500.00 



VI. Curriculum Vitae










